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Minister Dermot Ahern, T.D., continues to press fora deal for the undocumented

Minister for Foreign Affairs, Dermot Ahern, T.D.day (Thursday %l May) said he would
continue to press for a solution to end the plaftthe undocumented Irish in America.

Speaking in Washington, Minister Ahern said he widag following up on the strong
remarks made by the Taoiseach in his address tiniheHouses of Congress.

Minister Ahern said:

“I have always used every possible opportunity winethe United States to press the case
for solving the issue of our undocumented. Latday | will be meeting with the Irish
Lobby for Immigration Reform and with leaders orpfal Hill. Essentially my task will

be to find out how soon we can pick up the piecew fthe efforts made at Congress to
bring in comprehensive legislation which would reipéhe situation.

We are doing intense work on the ground here wimtlrallow us to maximize all
opportunities to find a successful solution to ib&ie.

I intend to continue to work closely with Congretb® Administration and the Irish lobby
group to press the case for the undocumented Ifiitle. fact the Taoiseach highlighted the
issue during his speech and the response from ghresent, has assisted in placing the
undocumented Irish firmly back on the Congress dgén

Note for Editors:

Minister Ahern today met with Congresswoman Zoegken (D California), Congressman
Jim Walsh (R New York), Senator Patrick Leahy (Dfent) and Under Secretary of
State and Special Envoy to Northern Ireland Pawlariansky on Capitol Hill.
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